Journal of Environmental Foresight and Sustainable Development, Volume 1, Issue 1, 2026

Journal of Environmental Foresight and Sustainable Development
-
L3

Online ISSN: 3116-1812

l - ' Journal Homepage: https:/fersd.lu.ac.ir/
Ulniwessity

Loradan

The role of the local community in sustainable tourism policymaking in
Khorramabad Valley after its global registration

Hekmat Amiri "% Maryam Beyranvandzadeh, 22"%" Nobakht Sobhani, 3

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Planning, Faculty of Engineering, Lorestan University. Email: amiri.he@Iu.ac.ir
2. Member of the academic staff of the Lorestan Branch of the Academic Jihad..Email: beyranvand28@gmail.com
3. PhD Graduate in Geography and Urban Planning. Email: n.sobhani65@gmail.com

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type Objective: The global registration of Khorramabad Valley has provided an exceptional
Research Article opportunity to enhance the region’s international standing and promote the socio-

economic development of its residents. By leveraging indigenous knowledge and
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1. Introduction

In the context of tourism, the sustainability
paradigm is a key driver for public policy
development. Governments have adopted
correct rhetoric without fundamental changes
toward sustainable development (Pforr, 2004).
The local community plays a vital role in
sustainable tourism policymaking (Krishna,
2024) as primary stakeholders whose
participation is essential for achieving genuine
sustainability (Pramanik & Rahman, 2023).
This participation ensures tourism development
aligns with local needs, minimizes negative
consequences, and promotes long-term
sustainability (Ayu Rastini et al., 2022).
Including local residents in planning and
governance is a fundamental principle for
effective sustainable tourism strategies (Rexas
etal., 2020).

Local communities contribute unique
knowledge and insights about environmental,
social, and cultural contexts, which is
invaluable for identifying potential
consequences that external planners might
overlook (Rasoulimanesh et al., 2017). They
provide key information about natural resource
capacity  and infrastructure, steering
development away from over-tourism and

2. Methodology

This descriptive-analytical research was
conducted using a survey method and
guestionnaire tool. The statistical population
included all residents, tourists, and tourism
activists in the Khorramabad Valley. The
sample size was determined using Cochran's
formula with a margin of error of 0.05 and
standard deviation of 0.5, resulting in 384
individuals. Simple random sampling was

environmental degradation (Sari, 2024). Local
participation ensures equitable distribution of
tourism  benefits and reduces negative
externalities. When residents are involved in
policymaking, they  support economic
opportunities and express concerns about social
disruptions, rising costs, or environmental
pressure (Matapouri et al., 2021).

Participatory ~ governance  frameworks
emphasizing stakeholder collaboration are
essential for sustainable tourism, requiring
active participation of local residents alongside
government and tourism operators (Wani et al.,
2022). This approach is particularly effective in
rural areas, linking tourism to agricultural and
other local sectors (Andrinata, 2024).
Khorramabad, the capital of Lorestan Province,
is rich in cultural heritage and natural beauty but
faces challenges in exploiting its tourism
capabilities (Biranvandzadeh et al., 2023). The
global registration of Khorramabad Valley as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site provides a
strategic opportunity for sustainable tourism
development. This study aims to analyze the
role of the local community in sustainable
tourism policymaking in the Khorramabad
Valley following its global registration.

employed. Questionnaires were distributed in
person and electronically. Collected data were
analyzed using PLS statistical software. The
guestionnaire consisted of 19 items across three
dimensions: socio-economic, environmental,
and institutional-managerial. Reliability was
calculated using Cronbach's alpha coefficient,
which was above 0.8, indicating appropriate
reliability.



chorom, et al

Journal of Environmental Foresight and Sustainable Development, Volume 1, Issue 1, 2026 3

3. Results

Reliability and validity analyses confirmed
that the role of the local community in
sustainable tourism policymaking is significant.
The socio-economic dimension achieved
Cronbach's alpha of 0.8, composite reliability
(CR) of 0.88, and average variance extracted
(AVE) of 0.57. The environmental dimension
showed values of 0.8, 0.88, and 0.57,
respectively. The institutional-managerial
dimension achieved 0.85, 0.88, and 0.53. All
factor loadings for indicators ranged from 0.655
to 0.786, confirming convergent validity. The
highest factor loading in the socio-economic
dimension was for micro-business
empowerment (0.782), in the environmental

4. Discussion

The findings indicate that the local
community plays a crucial role in sustainable
tourism policymaking in the Khorramabad
Valley. The reliability and validity indices
across all three dimensions were within
acceptable ranges, confirming the importance
of  socio-economic, environmental, and
institutional-managerial factors in tourism
policymaking. The highest factor loadings for
micro-business empowerment, waste
management, and tourism experience design
suggest these are key areas requiring attention.
The T-statistic findings reveal that the
environmental dimension is the primary priority
and most influential factor from the
community's perspective. This indicates that
environmental preservation and ecological
sustainability play a fundamental role in
improving tourism policymaking.
Consequently, environmental improvement is a
fundamental  prerequisite  for  enhancing
regional sustainability. The significance of all

dimension for waste management (0.777), and
in the managerial dimension for tourism
experience design  (0.763). The local
community development indicator had the
highest factor loading (0.786) among the
dependent variable. T-statistic results showed
that the environmental dimension had the
strongest effect (path coefficient = 0.535, T =
7.75), followed by institutional-managerial
(path coefficient = 0.284, T = 3.34), and socio-
economic (path coefficient = 0.148, T = 2.46).
The R? value was 0.795, and Q2 was 0.377,
confirming model fit and predictive relevance.

three paths indicates that a multidimensional
approach is necessary to achieve integrated and
comprehensive  policymaking,  providing
sustainability across different dimensions of
tourism.

5. Conclusion

The results demonstrate that the local
community's role in sustainable tourism
policymaking in the Khorramabad Valley is
highly significant. All three dimensions—
socio-economic, environmental, and
institutional-managerial—were confirmed. The
environmental dimension was identified as the
most  influential factor, indicating that
ecological sustainability is a fundamental
prerequisite for regional tourism development.
The model showed strong explanatory power
(R? = 0.795) and predictive relevance (Q? =
0.377). To achieve sustainability dimensions at
various levels, strengthening infrastructure,
education and empowerment, establishing
continuous evaluation systems, increasing
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inter-sectoral cooperation, and providing policy
and legal support are recommended. The
findings align with global efforts to develop
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