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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type Objective: Wastewater treatment using the adsorption process offers dual benefits (i.e.,
Research Article water purification and waste management). Therefore, identifying and developing an

accessible, cost-effective, and highly efficient adsorbent for the effective and easy
removal of heavy metal ions is essential. Natural materials such as clay minerals, zeolites,
and biosorbents are widely recognized as effective and economical adsorbents for
removing low concentrations of metal ions. Zeolite minerals are porous materials whose
crystalline structure acts like a molecular sieve. Due to their open channels in the lattice,
they allow certain ions to pass through while adsorbing others onto their surface. This
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1. Introduction

In recent decades, rural tourism has been
recognized as a complementary strategy
alongside agriculture to address rural
development challenges such as poverty,
unemployment, and migration (Sharpley,
2002). This form of tourism, emphasizing the
utilization of local capacities, can play a
significant role in empowering local
communities, creating employment, and
diversifying the rural economy (Sharifzadeh &
Moradinejad, 2002). However, tourism is
inherently an activity with both positive and
negative consequences. Increased awareness of
its negative impacts has led to a transition from
traditional models toward the "sustainable
tourism development" paradigm, which seeks
to establish a dynamic balance among
economic, socio-cultural, and environmental
dimensions (Choi et al., 2006).

2. Methodology

Lorestan Province, with an area of
approximately 28,157.84 km2, is located in
southwestern Iran between 33° to 40° north
latitude and 46°50' east longitude. This research
is applied in purpose and descriptive-analytical
in nature. Data were collected using
documentary and field methods. The statistical
population consisted of 10 experts from the
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Department of Lorestan Province, selected

3. Results

The Friedman test results (p < 0.01)
confirmed significant differences between the
priorities perceived by experts. Gosheh
Shahneshah village was identified as the top
priority, ranking first in economic and socio-
cultural dimensions and second in the

Scientific prioritization of areas based on
multiple criteria has become a necessary
condition for effective planning (Khoshnazar et
al., 2013), particularly in identifying "target
tourism villages" as centers with historical,
natural, and cultural attractions. Lorestan
Province, with its mountainous location in the
Zagros range, possesses significant natural and
cultural richness. However, the lack of a
strategic assessment for resource concentration
appears to be an obstacle to optimal utilization
of these potentials. This study aims to prioritize
tourism target villages in Lorestan Province
using economic, environmental, and socio-
cultural indicators, providing a scientific
framework for managers' decision-making and
guiding investments toward sustainable
development

through purposeful and snowball sampling. A
researcher-made questionnaire was designed
based on indicators extracted from
documentary  studies, covering  three
dimensions: economic, environmental, and
socio-cultural. Validity was confirmed by
expert opinions, and reliability was verified
using Cronbach's alpha (0.94). For data analysis
and prioritization, the non-parametric Friedman
test was used in SPSS software.

environmental dimension. Sang-e-
Tarashan and Robat-e-Namaki ranked second
and third, respectively. In

contrast, Bisheh village, despite having
exceptional natural attractions, ranked lower
due to social tensions and environmental crisis
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(highest pollution rank). Detailed analysis
revealed that Sang-e-Tarashan excelled
economically (55.5%) but showed vulnerability
in land resources (rank 5). Vanai and Chenar

4. Discussion

The findings clearly demonstrate that
successful rural tourism development requires a
simultaneous balance among economic, socio-
cultural, and environmental dimensions.
Gosheh Shahneshah exemplifies this balance,
making it an ideal model for sustainable
development. In contrast, Bisheh village's
situation is instructive: despite having the
famous Bisheh Waterfall, it could not be
recommended as a target village due to local
community reluctance and severe
environmental degradation from lack of basic
waste  management infrastructure.  This
confirms that natural attractions alone do not
guarantee tourism success. The results align
with previous studies showing environmental
sustainability often lags behind economic and
social dimensions in Iranian target villages
(Mahdavi, 2011; Bozarjomehri et al., 2015).
The study emphasizes that selection and
development of target villages require a
systemic perspective beyond mere attraction
examination.

5. Conclusion

This research successfully prioritized six
tourism target villages in Lorestan Province
based on sustainability indicators. Gosheh
Shahneshah emerged as the top priority due to
its balanced performance across all three
dimensions. Sang-e-Tarashan and Robat-e-

Gerit demonstrated weaknesses in investment
attraction and social satisfaction, requiring
targeted remedial planning.

Namaki followed as second and third priorities.
Bisheh village, despite its natural attractions,
requires urgent attention to social and
environmental ~ challenges  before  any
development. The study confirms that
successful rural tourism depends on the
simultaneous  combination of economic
capacity, host community acceptance, and
environmental commitment.

Recommendations:

Typology-based development: Sustainability-
oriented villages (Gosheh Shahneshah) as
models; economy-oriented villages (Sang-e-
Tarashan) with environmental risk
management; heritage-oriented villages (Robat-
e-Namaki, Bisheh) with responsible tourism.
Institutional actions: Formulate a
"Sustainability Requirements" document for
target villages; establish a tripartite committee
(local community, investors, NGOs) in each
village; launch the "Lorestan Tourism
Companion™ platform for training and
awareness.

Future research: Conduct qualitative studies
on social dissatisfaction and environmental
degradation; expand the model with new
indicators such as climate resilience and
digitalization.
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